
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



290 Journal of American Folk-Lore. 

upon her and volunteered to regain for Mrs. Smith the affections of a man 
in whom she was interested. She did not entertain the love-charmer's pro- 
posals, she said, though he told her he could get her swain back quicker 
and cheaper than any one else, and called often to repeat his offers. Fi- 
nally, Johnson is alleged to have told the woman that he had bought a 
vault from some New York people, in which to keep the names of people 
for whom he was working charms. Into this vault, he informed Mrs. 
Johnson, he had put her name, though without her consent. Johnson is 
said to have further advised Mrs. Smith that the placing of her name in 
this vault with a certain kind of gas was a secret process, and love-matches 
could be infallibly arranged by the juxtaposition of the names of the lovers 
in this vault, under the influence of the magic gas. 

"This system does not appear to have accomplished the effects desired 
on Mrs. Smith's pocket-book, the woman surmising that, if the charm 
would work at all, the placing of her name and her friend in the vault 
would be sufficient without the transfer of any negotiable securities to 
Johnson. This impression Johnson is said to have speedily designed 
means to remove. Mrs. Smith says that when he had failed to collect for 
his unauthorized subjection of her name to the vault process, he changed 
his tactics and called on her one evening with a horrible story. A leak 
had been discovered in the precious vault, according to the necromancer, 
and the lovers whose names had been placed in it were dying off rapidly 
instead of finding mutual bliss. The gas was escaping faster than he 
could supply it, according to Johnson, and Mrs. Smith was in a fair way 
to escape to a better world with it. This change in the situation terrified 
the colored woman, and when Johnson let her understand that money was 
needed to buy the very expensive gas needed to keep the lovers alive, 
Mrs. Smith found the cash. News from the vault was a trifle more en- 
couraging for a while, but Johnson's troubles with the gas seemed to be 
unending, and soon he needed more coin to meet the drain of gas by the 
leak. Mrs. Smith again and again found comparatively large sums to pre- 
vent herself becoming a victim of the leaky meter. Once she had>no 
money at hand, but Johnson called with such a tale of horror about what 
was happening to the other lovers in the vault, that she went out and 
borrowed sixty-five dollars, and fainted after handing it over to buy more 
gas. After this experience, Johnson told her that the outlook was a trifle 
better, and he had succeeded in getting her name out of the vault, but it 
was necessary to bury it to save her life. Mrs. Smith provided funds for 
the interment." 



NOTES AND QUERIES. 



Survival in New England of Foundation Sacrifice. — In 1824, or 
thereabouts, when some repairs or changes were making in my grand- 
father's, Thorndike Deland's, house at the corner of Essex and Newberry 
streets in Salem, a china image was placed, or replaced, in the brickwork. 
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As my mother, who was born in 1808, recalls this incident of her childhood, 

the image was eight or ten inches in height, and was inserted, not in the 

foundations of the chimney, but on the first floor, at about the level of a 

person's head. Inquiries made of the antiquarians of Salem and New- 

buryport have failed to elicit information of any other case of the survival 

of foundation sacrifice in either of those towns. 

N. D. C. Hodges. 
Harvard College, Cambridge, Mass. 

Folk-Names of Animals. — In Vol. VII. of the Memoirs of this So- 
ciety, " Animal and Plant-Lore," there is an exceedingly brief chapter on 
folk-names of animals. Since the book went to press, two additional 
names have come to me. A young naturalist friend, in collecting mam- 
mals in northern New Hampshire, encountered the name wonts for shrew- 
mice. His provisional theory in regard to the meaning of the name was, 
that it might have been given because of the well-known fact that cats 
won't eat these little animals. It seems to me, however, that I have seen 
the name, in the form oont, among animal-names from the north of England. 

A common pest in dwelling-houses is the Lepisma saccharina, commonly 
known as slick-fish and silver-fish. These common names are not found 
in most of the larger dictionaries. 

If any of the readers of the Journal can give me folk-names of animals 
which are not recognized in books, but are more or less local in their 
application, I shall be very glad to receive and use them. 

Fanny D. Bergen. 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Rhyme relating to the Battle of New Orleans. — Can any one 
furnish information in regard to the following rhyme, apparently connected 
with the battle of New Orleans ? 

Cotton-bags are in the way, 
Fire, Allalingo, fire away ; 
General Jackson's gained the day, 
Fire, Mallingo, fire away. 

Charles Welsh. 
Boston, Mass. 

A Nursery Rhyme. — The following version of a nursery rhyme, 
which in variant form appears in books for children, was communicated to 
me many years ago by an English lady, who reached the age of ninety- 
six years, and who had learned the rhyme in her childhood : — 

THE MOUSE, THE GROUSE, AND THE LITTLE RED HEN. 

One day, the little red hen was pecking about, and she found a grain of wheat. 
" Oh ! see here, see here," she said, " I have found some wheat : who will carry 
it to the mill to be ground, and we can have a cake ? " 

" Who '11 carry it to the mill ? " 
" Not I," said the mouse, 



